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Is Keeping 30,000 Troopsin Cuba 


Intelligence Authorities Think Total τ 
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_and That Men Are Being Rotated.‘ a 
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a A RECENT REASSESSMENT of Soviet forces in Cuba has 
‘convinced some intelligence experts that there may be 30,000 
te 40,000 Rassian mili personnel on the island. Many experts 
believe the number has not actually changed greatly since last fall 
ihe upward revision of past fig-) some Pentagon officials now call 
‘ures stems from 2 close study of | the “Soviet expeditionary force” 
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‘all available intelligence facts.|in Cube. Some experts believe - 


The experts believe, too, that the | that the Russians are maintain. . 
Russians are rotating troops tO ling the equivalent of a heavily. 


Cuba, not withdrawing them. reinforced motorized rifle dive 
These interrpetations provide|sion. Such a division normally- 


the background for the recent as- numbers about 13,000 men. 
sertion by Senator Kenneth B.| The four principal tactical 
Keating (Rep.), New York, that | pround units, identified In the 
Russian strength in Cubs, de-| past as ‘‘battallon-size” units, 
spite withdrawals ennounced by | are still on the island and have 
President Kennedy,. was still| made no attempt to conceal 
about 17,000 mem to thelr identity. Other units of 
"At a news conference April 3, field artiilery, antiaircrait, ine 
the President estimated that 4000 fantry, and so on, are said to oe 
Soviet soldiers had been with-| somewhat harder to pinpoint 
drawn in recent weeks. He did} hough many Intelligence ex- 


not estimate the number that] nertcs andsome Government of- 


‘remained, but left: the impret|ficials say that they do not. 
sion that abcut 13,000 were still | know how many Russian troops 
there, 5 5 are in Cuba, one sald that he. 

THERE IS no consensus in| would bet a year's pay that the- 
Washington about how many So- number was closer to 30,000 than 
viet soldiers are in Cuba. In| to 17,000, and a month's pay 
fact, some of the highest govern- that it was closer to 40,000 thaa 
ment officials and many intelli- | to 17,000. ες 
gence officars admit that they do THE PURPOSES of the con 
not know how many are on the | sinued presence of so large δ 
island. Soviet force in Cuba could be, 
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It is far easier to estimate ton- multiple. Ὁ 
‘ages of equipment and numbers | jt was undoubtedly intended. 
of guns than numbers of person- | originally to provide protecticf 


rel. Last fall, emphasis in the (for the long-range missiles that. 
intelligence community was fixed | Premier Khrushchev attempted 
on the Soviet medium-range mis-| to install there last fail Since- 


giles in Cuba and there was 4 the withdrawal of all or part of 
tendency, until after the crisis | these missiles, the troops appear 
had passed, to neglect the details | to have a number of functions: 


‘of the ground forces and of com) .(1) To help protect the {sland . 
ventional equipment.:.': “| against any invasion by the. 

Moreover, # has been possible United States or by exile forcés. 

to estimate the numbers of So-} aided by the United States. -- τς 

viet soldiers withdrawn from the (2) To perpetuate Premier Fis: 


island in recent weeks, but not) qo} Cactro’s rule and to secure 


how many have bees brought in. | ne Communist government there 


Many officials are convinced | aoainst internal revolt, 9 ~~. 
that the Russians are replacing (3) To train Cuban forces and 
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the troops they have withdrawn . ς 
yo, other Communist Latin Ametr 
in ἃ rotation plan similar to those | 0. cadres, Ὁ. τ᾿ | 


the United States mses. Το Ὁ] (4) “To provide gall infil: 
’ DETAILS are Jacking on what Continued on Page 8, Col, Δ" 
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